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 Love             Family Education     Compassion  Hope              Future  

   MISSION STATEMENT  
To provide children who are poor, orphaned or neglected with the experience of being loved, cared for, 

nurtured, and brought up with the knowledge of God’s promises for them. 

  

Over the past few months, many of our supporters have asked how 

the children and staff are coping during the pandemic.  Praise God, 

everyone at the Shepherd’s Arms Children’s Home are keeping well.  

Although the Philippines has among the highest number of new 

confirmed COVID-19 cases in the Southeast Asian region, the island 

of Bohol has very few cases and no deaths.  Despite the challenges 

brought on by the pandemic, we managed to sustain the Children’s 

Home, continue schooling our children, expand our self-sustainable 

garden, install solar panels, and serve the community. We are truly 

grateful for your prayers and generous support.  

Because the COVID-19 lockdown in the Philippines is very strict, a 

visit to the barbershop is impossible.  One of our older boys, Joubert, 

stepped up and became the new barber.  He did an excellent job!   

Just months before the pandemic, the Rotary clubs of Caloundra 

and Gladstone donated laptops and ‘Teacher-in-a-box’ kits.  We are 

grateful for these tools because they enabled us to continue 

schooling our children during the pandemic. 

Your generosity will enable us to 

continue our life changing work. 

Please contact us on how you can 

make a difference. 

Australia – Rizsa Albarracin  
Mobile: +61-424-722-449  

albarracin@humanitarianprojectsinc.com 

Note: Donations made in  
Australia are tax-deductible 
through Humanitarian  
Projects International, Inc.  
  

  

  

Welcome to the June 2020 Newsletter 

Highlights in this issue: 

• Welcome note 

• Solar power updates 

• Staff appreciation 

• Martin’s message 

• Birthdays  
• Donor appreciation  
• Life during lockdown 

• From the garden to the plate 

New Zealand – Martin Lamb  
Mobile: +64-27-445-1806 

martin.shepherdsarms@gmail.com 

Philippines – Gilda Tiempo 

Mobile: +63-906-546-2669 

glaolao@yahoo.com 

https://shepherdsarms.org.nz/
mailto:albarracin@humanitarianprojectsinc.com?subject=SAF%20Enquiry
mailto:martin.shepherdsarms@gmail.com?subject=SAF%20Enquiry
mailto:glaolao@yahoo.com?subject=SAF%20Inquiry


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We recently installed a 5kW solar power system at 

the Children’s Home.  The system also has the 

capability to sell electricity to the grid (net metering) 

in the future.  This is another step towards self-

sustainability and in the process educating our kids, 

and the community regarding the importance of 

caring for our environment.  We are grateful to 

those who contributed to this project. 

Shepherd’s Arms goes solar!  

Schools in the Philippines were closed 
since March.  The public school system 
in Bohol is not equipped for online 
learning. Thankfully, our incredible 
Teacher Irish, has been able to 
continue teaching all the students at 
the Children’s Home. Teacher Irish 
grew up with us and she is now our 
housemother caring for the little ones. 
We are very proud of her! 

Social worker Eva makes sure our reports are up to date and  

supports Gilda and Irish in a variety of tasks. 

Our amazing Mommy Gilda & Uncle Dexter have kept 
the Children’s Home running smoothly.  Due to strict 
lockdown rules, even shopping for groceries became a 
difficult task.  Gilda & Dexter managed to navigate the 
logistical challenges to keep the children safe and 
healthy. Most importantly, they successfully obtained 
the renewal of the home’s certificate to operate. 

We truly appreciate their hard work and sacrifice, especially during the  

COVID-19 pandemic.  THANK YOU! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamie Lou with Dale 

                   Message from Martin 

Dear Shepherd’s Arms Family,  

The past few months have brought changes we are still 
learning to navigate.  Thankfully, we have our resident 
Teacher Irish who oversees the children’s studies and 
activities whilst the island remains under lockdown. 
Returning to school may still be a long way off due to 
restrictions, yet the children are not only coping well but 
enjoying the change.  All children and care parents have 
kept well through the evolving changes bought by COVID-
19. 
It is amazing to think back to when Irish came to us as a 
child and who she has become today.  We are privileged 
to have been a part of this young lady’s life and watch her 
become a beautiful woman with so much giftedness. To 
see her give back to others now is thrilling for all who have 
been a part of her journey.  Well done Irish, we are proud 
to be your family.  
We would never have anticipated that the freedom to 
travel where we want, when we want could be removed 
from us through unforeseen circumstances.  The upside 
of this being a reminder that nothing in this life is certain 
and how much we should be thankful for, that we so 
easily take for granted.  For me personally, it has been a 
time of resetting prioritise and enjoying having more time 
with family.  I trust you also have experienced having 
more time to do those things that are important to you.  
At Shepherd’s Arms, we strive to prioritise three things: 
our faith in God, family and education.  For many children 
with us, Shepherd’s Arms is the only family they have.  
Dexter, Gilda and staff continue to raise these precious 
children as their own giving tirelessly of themselves 
without favouritism.  We trust all who support this worthy 
cause keep safe and in health at this time of uncertainty.  
Thank you for your generosity in making a difference. 

                                                        -Martin Lamb -                                                                            

Yoyen, Robenson, Dindo, Apple and Ronilo 
celebrated their birthday during lockdown. It is 
such a blessing for our kids to have a big family 
at Shepherd’s Arms to celebrate their special 
day with. Happy birthday kids! We pray that 
God will bless you and keep you!  

We do not get any government support so we’re grateful when private businesses donate perishable and non-
perishable goods during the pandemic – from donuts, hygiene products to a fridge full of cabbage! 

THANK YOU DONORS! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Learning to make brooms.  Broom made of 

coconut stick is a very common household 

cleaning tool (for sweeping) in the Philippines. 

Learning life skills and doing chores 

Home schooling 

Singing and dancing 

Plenty of play time 

Praying and reading the Bible  

The kids work in the garden everyday.  Their chores 
include planting, weeding, watering the plants, 
harvesting fruits and vegetables and fixing plant beds. 

HOME SCHOOLING. Our kids follow a structured lesson plan daily.  The older kids learn maths, science, 
English, and history.  In addition to these subjects, the younger ones also learn cursive writing and how to 
tell time.  Music, morning physical exercise and play time are also integrated in the plan.  They had an 
awards ceremony in June.  Home schooling will continue as the country is still grappling with COVID-19. 

From our garden to the 

plate. The kids have 

been consuming fresh 

fruits, vegetable, poultry 

products and many more 

from our small garden 

during the pandemic.  

The kids love jackfruit as 

a fruit and vegetable 

(jackfruit curry).  We thank the Lord for his provision through our little garden.  

 Thank you for your generosity.  Please remember us in your prayers.  


